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Our Annual Meeting is an important opportunity for 
members to participate in the cooperative’s democratic 
process by electing board members who represent their 
interests. Our seven-member Board of Directors is comprised 
of local residents elected by fellow co-op members. Directors 
serve three-year terms, and election results are announced 
during the Annual Meeting each September. 
 
As part of the preparation for this year’s Annual Meeting, the 
Nominating Committee met on June 3 to select candidates 
for the Board of Directors seats representing Districts 2, 3, 
and 7. After reviewing eligible candidates, the committee 
nominated the following members:

Stay informed about this year’s Board of Directors election by 
visiting our website. Candidate biographies will be available 
online and published in next month’s newsletter to help you 
make an informed voting decision.

District #2:  
Kirk Hiland, North Liberty (runs unopposed)

District #3:  
Jason Christensen, Tiffin
Donald Malecek, Fairfax
Gary Schlotterbeck, Atkins

District #7:  
Ron O’Neil, Solon (runs unopposed)

Your Vote. Your Voice. Your Future.

Vote via the official election website at www.
directvote.net/CORRIDOREC. 

Vote through our SmartHub app. It’s quick, 
easy, and convenient!

You can also vote by mail. Ballots are mailed the first 
week in September. 

Your vote is secure, private, and 
accessible 24/7.

Online voting is available August 24th 
- September 21st. 

HOW TO
VOTE



It’s one of the most common 
questions we hear from members: 
Why don’t we bury all the power lines 
underground? 
 
The short answer is that while 
underground power lines are 
often used in new developments, 
converting an existing electric 
system is far more complex and 
expensive. 
 
Underground lines can reduce 
outages caused by wind and falling 
trees, but they are not outage-
proof. When underground outages 
happen, repairs typically take longer 
and cost significantly more because 
crews must first locate the fault 
before excavation and repairs can 
begin. That’s why reliability depends 
on much more than whether lines 
are above or below ground. 
 
What has the biggest impact on 
reliability is the work happening 
every day across our system. 
Proactive maintenance, tree 
trimming, equipment inspections, 
and system upgrades help prevent 
outages and keep power flowing 
safely to members. 
 
Our goal remains the same: 
providing safe, reliable, and 
affordable electricity to the 
communities we serve.

At Corridor Energy Cooperative, we are committed to providing reliable electric 
service while keeping costs as low as possible for all members. As a member-owned 
cooperative, unpaid electric bills can create additional costs that ultimately affect 
the entire membership. One way we help reduce those costs is through our meter 
deposit policy, which is outlined in our approved tariff.

Bills are due on the 25th of each month. Payments received after the 25th are 
considered late. When an account becomes past due, a meter deposit may be applied 
to the account. The deposit amount is based on the member’s highest monthly bill 
during the previous 12 months.

The purpose of the deposit is to help protect the cooperative from unpaid 
balances and reduce the financial impact on other members if an account 
becomes delinquent. This helps ensure fairness for all members while allowing the 
cooperative to continue maintaining safe and reliable electric service.

These deposits are not permanent. Members who make 12 consecutive months of 
on-time payments will have their deposit refunded as a credit to their account, along 
with applicable interest.

There are several easy ways to avoid incurring a deposit:

•	 Pay your bill by the 25th of each month 
•	 Enroll in Direct Pay 
•	 Sign up for recurring credit card payments

Both Direct Pay and recurring credit card payment options are offered free of charge 
to our members, making paying your bill simple and convenient.

We understand that financial hardships can happen. Members who are experiencing 
difficulty making payments are encouraged to contact our office as early as possible 
so we can discuss available options and assistance programs.

If you have any questions regarding your bill, or our meter deposit policy, please 
contact our Consumer Services department.

Understanding Meter Deposits and Payment Policies

You Asked: Why Not 
Put All Power Lines 
Underground?



Maintain Proper Grain Bin Clearance Requirements

Disclaimer:  These drawings are provided as part of Iowa electric cooperatives’ annual public 
information campaign and are based on the 2023 Edition of the National Electrical Safety 
Code. To view the actual drawings, refer to that publication. Every care has been taken for 
the correctness of the contents for these drawings. However, the Iowa Association of Electric 
Cooperatives and its member cooperatives accept no liability whatsoever for omissions or 
errors, technical inaccuracies, typographical mistakes or damages of any kind arising from 
the use of the contents of these drawings, whether textual or graphical.

When you start to plan for a new grain bin, please contact 
Corridor Energy Cooperative. Corridor Energy Cooperative 
and its power supplier, Central Iowa Power Cooperative 
(CIPCO) will provide assistance in planning for a safe 
environment for everyone working and living around grain bins.  

The state of Iowa requires specific clearances for electric lines 
around grain bins, with different standards for those filled 
by portable and permanent augers, conveyors and elevators. 
According to the Iowa Electric Safety Code found in Iowa 
Administrative Code Chapter 199 – 25.2(3) b: An electric 
utility may refuse to provide electric service to any grain bin 
built near an existing electric line which does not provide 
the clearances required by the American National Standards 
Institute (ANSI) C2-2023 “National Electrical Safety Code,” 
Rule 234F. This paragraph “b” shall apply only to grain bins 
loaded by portable augers, conveyors or elevators and built 
after Sept. 9, 1992, or to grain bins loaded by permanently 
installed augers, conveyors, or elevator systems installed after 
Dec. 24, 1997. (As adopted by the Iowa Utilities Board)

The cooperative is required by the Iowa Utilities Board to provide this 
annual notice to farmers, farm lenders, grain bin merchants, and city 
and county zoning officials.  If you have any questions concerning 
clearance regulations, please call our office.
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2½ lbs yellow (or red) baby potatoes	 2 Tbsp salt
2 Tbsp rice wine vinegar		  12 slices cooked bacon
1 romaine lettuce heart		  2 cups grape tomatoes, halved
6 scallions, thinly sliced		  ¼ cup fresh chives, chopped

Dressing Ingredients:
¾ cup mayonnaise			   2 Tbsp olive oil
2 Tbsp Dijon mustard			  3 Tbsp white vinegar
2 Tbsp sweet pickle relish		  Salt/pepper to taste

Add potatoes and 2 tablespoons of salt to a medium to large pot and 
bring to a boil over medium-high heat. Reduce heat to medium-low and 
simmer for 12 to 15 minutes, just until the potatoes are fork-tender. Be 
careful not to overcook. Drain well and transfer the potatoes to a large 
bowl. Gently toss with the vinegar. Let cool, then cover and refrigerate for at 
least 3 hours, preferably overnight. Whisk together the mayonnaise, olive 
oil, mustard, white vinegar, pickle relish, salt, and pepper until smooth. 
Pour over chilled potatoes and gently toss to coat. Cover and refrigerate for 
at least 2 hours, or overnight for best flavor. Just before serving, top with 
chopped lettuce, cooked bacon, sliced tomatoes, and chopped chives.

BLT Potato Salad

We’re proud to live out our cooperative value of Concern 
for Community by supporting organizations that help 
strengthen the communities we serve. This spring, we had 
employees volunteer their time to two causes. 

Employees packaged more than 500 meals for Meals from the Heartland, 
contributing to an event that will provide 250,000 meals to children and 
families across Northeast Iowa. 

Employees volunteered with the YMCA to help prepare Camp Wapsie in Coggon 
for the busy summer season. The camp is expected to welcome approximately 
1,700 students this summer, and employee volunteers completed tree trimming 
and cleanup to help ensure the grounds are ready for campers and staff.

RECIPES

As summer temperatures rise, so does electricity use. Our 
on-peak hours are from 4:01 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., when 
electricity demand is at its highest. 
 
You can help reduce demand by shifting high-energy 
activities—such as laundry, dishwashing, and cooking—to 
off-peak hours whenever possible. If you can’t avoid using 
major appliances during peak hours, try spacing them out. 
For example, use the oven at 6 p.m., run laundry at 7 p.m., 
and start the dishwasher at 9 p.m. Many dishwashers offer a 
delay-start feature, allowing you to run them later or overnight. 
 
Small changes can make a big difference in helping manage 
energy demand and keeping costs lower for everyone.

Beat The Peak and Save 


